Moving on up to High School
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When you move to a new school it is normal to feel nervous or even a bit
worried. Write down what you are nervous or worried about and give each
one a score.

What are you worried about?

Score on a scale 0-10

Not sure what to write? Last year we asked some of the Year 7s what they
were nervous or worried about.
Take a look at the next page. Do you feel the same as they did?

Below is a list of things some of the Year 7 students said they
were worried about when they first came here last year.

Making new friends
Learning a new timetable
Dinner time/ break time
Having a different uniform
Being on time
Finding their way around
Getting to school
Learning new subjects
Joining clubs
Being with friends
School rules
Homework
Meeting new teachers
Being able to do the work
Being with older students
Getting changed for sport / P.E.

Welcome to HGHS – Who’s who?

Mr M Vevers
Executive Head Teacher

Mr M Stewart
Head Teacher

Teachers
At high school, you have a different teacher for each subject. There are so
many teachers we can’t fit pictures of them all here. Don’t worry though, you
will get to meet your teachers in September.

Form Tutors
Your Form Tutor is the teacher you will see every morning in your form room
for registration.
Normally, you will have your form teacher from Year 7 to Year 11.
Your Form Tutor will set some activities for you in form time each day.
Your Form Tutor works closely with your Head of Year to make sure you
are working well in school and achieving your potential. They also help
to make sure that you feel safe and happy in school.

The Learning Support Team

Miss E Warrington
Assistant Headteacher
Trust Director of SEND

Ms S Crofts
SENDCo

Mrs J Buckley-Dibben
Specialist teacher and
Assistant SENDCo

Our Learning Support Assistants (LSAs):
• An LSA is a Learning Support Assistant who supports students in lessons
and around school. In primary school, they may have been called a
Teaching Assistant or TA.

Mrs Bluff

Mrs Holmes

Mrs Connor

Mr Khair

Mrs Richardson Mr Sidorczuk

Mrs Deplitch

Mrs Ghoneimy Mrs Gibson Miss Gilmore

Ms Langley

Mrs Smith

Ms Marsh

Mrs Tummons Mrs Walker

Ms Morley

Ms Wyld

• You may have an LSA as a keyworker. They might meet with you to make
sure everything is going well for you.
• We have a weekly Homework Club that you can come to at the end of the
day to get help you with your homework. Homework Club is on Thursdays.
• Some students come to the Learning Support Room (E5) for extra help with
their English and Maths.
• Some students can come to (E5) to do assessments.
• Some students sometimes come to E5 for a time out in a quiet place before
returning to their lessons.

Your Head of Year
Your Head of Year is Mrs Tiffany:

Mrs Tiffany’s office is on the main corridor in East Building.

What does a Head of Year do?
Your Head of Year is there to help you with lots of different things in school.
They do not teach lessons which allows them to visit lessons and see students
throughout the day.
If you have any worries or problems, your Head of Year is there to help. They
also make sure you are working hard and doing your best in lessons. They
know every student in their year group. They work with your teachers and
your parents to make sure that you are well supported throughout your time
at school. Your Head of Year will usually be with you from Year 7 to Year 11.

Finding your way around
High school might seem HUGE at first but you will soon find your way around
and there are always lots of adults on the corridors to help you if you get lost.
You won’t get into trouble for being late to a lesson in the first few weeks
because we know it takes time to find your way.

How are the classrooms organized?
Different subjects are taught in different areas of the school. All the classrooms
have letters and numbers to help you find them.
The school is split into three main buildings: West Building (which also includes
the Performing Arts Department); the Science and Technology Block and East
Building.
The following subjects are taught in West Building:
History
Geography
Beliefs and Values
Sociology Modern Foreign Languages

Computing

Psychology

Rooms in West Building begin with the letter ‘W’
Rooms for Performing Arts begin with the letter ‘A’
Rooms for Science and Technology begin with the lessons ‘S’ or ‘T’
The following subjects are taught in East Building:
English and Maths.
Rooms in East Building begin with the letter ‘E’
The Learning Support Room is also in East Building in Room E5.

Timings of the school day
These are the times of the school day:
Wednesdays only:

• Your day is split into five lessons.
• Every day starts with registration in your form room.
• One day a week you will go to assembly during Form Time.
• After lesson 2 you have break time. You can go to the canteen or
playground.
• After lesson 4 you have lunch time. You can go to the canteen, playground
or one of the many lunchtime clubs.
• On Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, the school day finishes at
3pm. On Wednesday, you will finish at 2.35pm

Timetables
Your timetable is over two weeks: Week 1 and Week 2. You will be given your
timetable when you start High School and it will show which lesson you have,
which classroom you will be in and who your teacher will be.
Here is an example timetable:

Week 1
Lesson
Subject
Teacher’s initials
Room number

Week 2

Teacher’s names

Menus
At lunch and break, you can eat in the canteen or you can bring your own
packed lunch.
Here is an example of a sample menu for the canteen – please be aware that
the menus change.

Extracurricular activities
We firmly believe that all our students should participate in extra-curricular
activities. We have lots clubs and activities which run at lunch times or after
school. There are school sports teams for each year group but also clubs which
offer activities at different levels purely for enjoyment, including dance, softball,
trampolining, badminton, netball, basketball, cricket, rugby, tennis, athletics,
table tennis, running, rounders, football and hockey.
Lots of curriculum areas offer extra-curricular activities. Clubs can change
throughout the year but some of those on offer are listed below:
•Musical bands
• Choirs
•Drama Club
•Creative Writing Club
•Chess Club
•Eco Club
•Science Club
•Language Clubs
•Technology Enterprise Club
Some students can attend a lunchtime club in Learning Support (E5).
You need permission from Ms Crofts or Mrs Buckley-Dibben for this.
Some students use this as somewhere to relax where you can draw, meet
with a friend or read a book. Other students play different games like cards,
Connect 4 or table Ludo. Some students use this time for doing their
homework – help from the LSAs is always available of needed.

This is E5

Uniform
A high standard of personal appearance is expected of all students.
•

Hair colour and style must be appropriate for school: no shaved heads
(minimum number 2); no patterns in the hair; no bright or unnatural hair
colours.

•

For reasons of health and safety we do not allow students to wear jewellery
in our school. We are aware that there may be occasions when some
students request to wear religious symbols. These will be considered on an
individual basis.

•

Watches may be worn.

•

Make up should not be worn in Years 7 – 9.

•

Acrylic nails and nail varnish are not allowed in school.

•

Coats and outdoor clothing must not be worn inside school.

•

Students must wear suitable shoes in school at all times. Boots, trainers
and canvas footwear are not allowed, including sports branded footwear.

Full details about the uniform and the PE Kit can be found in the booklet sent
to your parents.

Your uniform will look like this

Part of the PE Kit.

Houses
Every student is assigned a House. The Houses are:

House points
You can get house points through your work and effort in
lessons, taking part in sporting activities and by helping
with charity events. There are certificates for those who
get the most house points and there’s even a house cup
for the winning house.

Rewards
There are lots of rewards for working hard and going the extra mile. It’s
not about being really clever, it’s about how much effort you are willing
to put in.
Praise Postcards
Praise postcards will be sent home for exceptional work, behaviour and
attitude. Students will also be awarded 5 House Points per postcard.
Individual Achievement
House Points can be awarded to individual students for the following
reasons:
Rewards will be awarded for:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

good classwork and effort
high quality homework
having a consistently positive attitude
contributions to departments
taking part in extracurricular activities.
good attendance and punctuality.
consistently high standards of uniform
being equipped for all learning.

Departmental badges are awarded for consistently outstanding work or
attitude. Additionally, badges are awarded for achievement in the following
areas; Citizenship, Academic Achievement and Attendance. Students who
excel in these areas will be presented with a badge.

Towards the end of the academic year a presentation evening is held to present
badges for academic achievement, sporting achievement, and performance.
Head of Years for KS3 will be asked to nominate students for the Hazel Grove
High School Citizenship Award. To be nominated for this award, students must
have had exemplary attendance and punctuality records, perfect behaviour
records and should have contributed to the community of the school in an
outstanding way.

Behaviour for Learning
Besides a great attitude, a uniform and a P.E. kit you will also need:
Equipment
Every student is expected to provide the following basic items of equipment
for every lesson:
•
•
•
•
•

Pen - blue and black and spares
Pencil, sharpener and a rubber
Ruler, protractor and a calculator
Pencil crayons, highlighters
Maths set

To help you get organised you could:
•
•
•

make a list for what to pack each day
organise a colour coded system for lessons and books
set up a routine for completing your homework, you could:
- complete this at homework club
- complete this at lunchtimes
- decide a set time for completing this, maybe after having a snack
once you get home or straight away after your evening meal.

Behaviour
Respect for learning

A - Actions
B - Bring
C - Consequences
Behaviour for Learning
• Be fully equipped for all lessons
• Be on time to lessons
• Start your work straight away
• Continue to work throughout the lesson
• Do your homework.
We adopt a firm but fair behaviour policy in Hazel Grove High School. The
system we adhere to is the consequence system:
B’s are given for– being late, losing focus, not actively listening, not fully
equipped and not starting the task promptly.
C’s are given for - behaviour that causes disruption to a lesson or prevents
others from learning, leaving a classroom without permission from the teacher
and behaviour that is considered to disrespectful to staff and students.
C1 – Formal Warning
C2 – 10 minute detention with your teacher at break or lunchtime
C3 – 30 minute detention at lunchtime or after school
C4 – 1 hour detention and withdrawal from the lesson
GCs (General consequence) are given for incidents that are not directly
impacting on lessons e.g. chewing gum, uniform issues, poor behaviour on
the corridor/canteen - 10 minute detention

Asking for help
There are many people who can help you, but they won’t know that you need help
unless you tell them!
Who can I ask for help?
Friends Ask friends or other students if you don’t know where to go. You can ask
them what the homework was if you are not certain. They can also help to work out
new situations like going to the canteen.
Teachers Ask your teachers if you don’t know what to do in class or for homework.
They will also be able to help you if you have forgotten something or don’t know
where to go.
Learning Support Team and the LSAs Ask them about anything. They can help
you to solve many different problems and tell you where to go for help. You may have
an LSA who is your Keyworker. They might meet you every week to see how you are
- this is a good opportunity to tell them if you are having any concerns.
Head of Year Your Head of Year can help you with many different issues. They are
able to contact home for you and speak to your teachers. They will know about many
of the activities in school. They help with friendship issues and can support you if you
are having any problems in or out of school.
People at home People at home will be able to help you plan and organise your
equipment and homework. They will want to know if you have any problems. They
will be able to help you work out the best person to ask if you have problems with
work or may try and contact someone in school and ask them to help you.
Try and work out who you would approach in these situations:
•
•
•
•

You don’t know where your next lesson is
You cannot read your homework notes
In the lesson you did not understand what the teacher wanted you to do
You have not got a pencil which is needed to complete your work.

REMEMBER TO ASK FOR HELP!

How will I get there?
How will you get to school? ___________________________
You might walk or cycle sometimes; if you do then answer these questions:
Do I know the way?
Will I have a friend to walk or cycle with?
Where will I put my bike?

You might go by car sometimes; if you do then answer these questions:
Will I go by car every day?
Who will drive me?
Will I get a lift home as well?

You might go by bus; if you do then answer these questions:

Where is the bus stop?
What time is my bus to school?
What number is the bus?
Will I need money for the fare?
What time is my bus from school?
Where do I get the bus home?

Answer these questions whether you will walk, cycle, go by car or bus.
How long will my journey take?
What time must I leave home?
What time will I get home?

Please try our High School question sheet.
If you don’t know the answer look back in this booklet to help you find it. You will also
find information in the ‘Transition’ section of our website ☺
How does the timetable work?

What subjects will I study?

Name of your Head of Year

Name of the Head Teacher

Name of the SENDCo and Assistant
SENDCo

How will I get there?

Are there friends who will be going to the
same school I can walk with?

Can I take a bike to school?

Will I get support in lessons?

What happens if I find the work hard?

What can I do at lunchtime?

What activities are offered after school?

What times are break-times and lunch
time?

Where do students go at lunch time?

What time does school start/ finish?

What time will I need to get up, to get to
school on time?

How long will it take me to get to and from
school?

Which activities at lunch or after school
could I join?

Where do I get the bus to school?

Which number bus would I take?

Where do I get the bus home from school?

What do I do if I miss the bus?

Who can I talk to if I am having problems?

What rewards are there for working hard?

All the staff here at HGHS would like to wish you
a very happy summer holiday and
we are looking forward to seeing you in September.

